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(k) United States or State. Each of the 
several States, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands of the 
United States, Guam, American 
Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 

[53 FR 30384, Aug. 11, 1988, as amended at 58 
FR 26681, May 5, 1993] 

§§ 1945.7–1945.17 [Reserved] 

§ 1945.18 United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Food and Agri-
culture Council (FAC). 

There is a USDA FAC established by 
the Secretary to serve every State and 
every County in the United States. The 
FACs are responsible for reporting the 
occurrence of and assessing the damage 
caused by potential disasters, as re-
quired to ensure that the Department’s 
disaster programs are implemented 
when and where needed; to coordinate 
the Department’s EM disaster pro-
grams with those of other Federal de-
partments and agencies; and to provide 
personnel, as needed and requested by 
FEMA, to help staff disaster applica-
tion centers in major disaster areas. 

(a) State Food and Agriculture Council 
(SFAC). The SFACs are composed of 
representatives of the several USDA 
agencies having emergency program 
responsibilities at the State level. The 
vice chairpersons, Emergency Pro-
grams, of the SFACs are the ASCS 
State Executive Directors. FmHA or 
its successor agency under Public Law 
103–354 State Directors are members of 
the SFACs. 

(b) Local Food and Agriculture Council 
(LFAC). These councils are composed of 
representatives of the several USDA 
agencies having available personnel at 
the County level. The chairpersons of 
the LFACs, in most cases, are the 
ASCS County Executive Directors. The 
FmHA or its successor agency under 
Public Law 103–354 County Supervisors 
are members of the LFACs. 

(c) FAC policies and procedures. These 
policies and procedures are set forth in 
the USDA Emergency Operations 
Handbook (EOH), available in any 
ASCS or FmHA or its successor agency 
under Public Law 103–354 Office. 

§ 1945.19 Reporting potential natural 
disasters and initial actions. 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of reporting 
potential natural disasters is to pro-
vide a systematic procedure for rapid 
reporting of the occurrence and extent 
of damage and loss caused by such 
events which may result in a natural 
disaster determination. 

(b) Responsibility for assessing and re-
porting disasters. USDA SFACs and 
LFACs representing their members 
agencies are best qualified at the State 
and County levels to accomplish the 
assessment of agricultural production 
losses resulting from a potential nat-
ural disaster. These councils are 
charged with the responsibility of re-
porting the occurrence of and assessing 
the damage caused by disasters and 
will perform this responsibility under 
policies and procedures as set forth in 
the EOH. 

(c) Actions to be taken. Immediately 
after the occurrence of a potential nat-
ural disaster: 

(1) When physical losses only occur, 
the FmHA or its successor agency 
under Public Law 103–354 County Su-
pervisor will report to the State Direc-
tor who will advise the Administrator 
that there has been a potential natural 
disaster with physical property losses 
to one or more farmers. This report 
must be made to the Administrator 
within 3 months from the last day of 
the disaster incidence period. Upon re-
ceiving the report, the Administrator 
will decide whether a natural disaster 
has occurred. If it has, the Adminis-
trator will make EM loans available to 
any otherwise qualified applicant who 
has suffered qualifying physical losses. 
Availability of EM loans assistance 
under this Administrator action shall 
be limited to physical losses only. No-
tices that EM loans are available will 
identify the county in which the un-
usual and adverse weather condition, 
or natural phenomenon has occurred 
and also each contiguous county. 

(2) When physical and/or production 
losses occur, the FmHA or its successor 
agency under Public Law 103–354 Coun-
ty Supervisor will report to the LFAC 
chairperson, as specified in the EOH, 
all substantial physical property loss, 
damage or injury and severe produc-
tion losses that have occurred in the 
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